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This isn’t a transient 
community. It’s a place 

to put down roots  
and establish  

lifelong friendships.  
The people you meet 
here are genuine . . . 
how we live, work,  
and play is real. 

Pete Eshelman , director of outdoor recreation branding, 
Roanoke Regional Partnership

When people think of Roanoke, 
they don’t normally think  

of diversity. You need to bring  
it to the surface. 

Which is exactly what Pearl fu , Roanoke’s official  
Ambassador of Goodwill, has done. Read more about  

May’s Local Colors festival on p. 67. 

Here in Roanoke, we want interesting 
people doing interesting things. 

Ed Walker , downtown developer 

The keys

Read this city profile, along with others, at usairwaysmag.com.
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Roanoke’s sense of community and thriving 
creative culture creates opportunity unlike  
anywhere else I’ve experienced.

Roanoke has let me make 
a good living as an artist. 
Anyplace that can support 

full-time artists, that’s a great 
sign for its cultural health. 

The citizens of Roanoke 
really are art connoisseurs, 

and they appreciate  
what you’re doing.

Local artist and Roanoke native  
Eric Fitzpatrick

That’s what drew 
me to Roanoke, 
its downtown. 
There’s a great 
vibe downtown, 
an incredible vibe 
… it’s such a sup-
portive communi-
ty, and so much is  
happening here.
L aur a Godfrey, founder and CEO, 
Claire V. handbag company, on moving 
her business to Roanoke from Boston.  
Stop by her store on Market Street.

K atherine Walker , founding director,  
Batten Leadership Institute, Hollins University

WithaNewPerspective, EverythingChanges
That’s howwe’reapproachinghealthcare
Carilion Clinic is reinventing healthcare by placing the patient at the center of our organization. We’ve
assembled a team of specialists who work collaboratively to improve care and outcomes. We’ve
installed an electronic medical records system to streamline information and increase effectiveness.
And we’ve formed a new medical school in partnership with Virginia Tech, one of the nation’s leading
universities, to provide patients access to the latest medical research. All with the goal of returning
every patient to better health as quickly as possible. And from what our patients are telling us, our
approach is working.

To learnmore about Carilion Clinic, visit www.CarilionClinic.org.
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