
Quietly Generous
George Eastman, the man who brought 

photography to the masses and invented mo-
tion picture film, chose to give much of his 
money — about $2 billion in today’s market 
— to causes that made life better for the peo-
ple of Rochester.

Despite dropping out of school at age 14 to 
help support his family, the founder of East-
man Kodak became a hometown hero who left 
numerous local legacies, including the East-
man School of Music, the Rochester Philhar-
monic Orchestra, and Rochester Dental Dis-
pensary, which provided free dental care to 
children and adults in the early 1900s. His pri-
mary benefactor was the University of Roches-
ter, which received about half of his fortune. 

The industrialist supported charities and 
organizations based on their long-term impact 
on the community. Among the recipients: the 
Rochester Red Cross, Rochester Institute of 
Technology, the Memorial Art Gallery, and the 
Chamber of Commerce.

Though one of the top five U.S. philanthropists of his 
time, Eastman is perhaps the least known for his good 
works because he shunned publicity. His secretary docu-
mented his gifts on index cards, filed alphabetically in an 
oak box that’s on display at the George Eastman House mu-
seum. It’s the most complete record of his donations, from 
the dollar he offered a shoeshine boy to the millions he gave 
to universities. The $20 million he donated to Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, for example, was made anony-

open-air Shopping
The Rochester Public Market harkens back to an era when commerce 

was at its most sensory. Visitors to this open-air venue will experience the 
intoxicating sights, scents, and sounds of more than 300 vendors.

“It is probably the most diverse mix of people, cultures, and goods you 
will find in Western New York,” says Jim Farr, who runs the market for the 
City of Rochester. “It is one of the busiest markets in the country, with 
more than 2.1 million people going through it per year.”

Situated in the heart of the city, the 102-year-old market plays host to 
sellers of fresh organic produce, meat and seafood, baked goods, locally 
roasted coffee, housewares, clothing, and arts and crafts.

The year-round market is open Saturdays, 5 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Tues-
days and Thursdays, 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. Find it off East Main Street in down-
town Rochester. — Amy L. Hatch

Hydrangeas at  
the public market
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mously — under the moniker Mr. Smith.
With his name attached to parkland and other area at-

tractions — Durand-Eastman Park and the Eastman The-
atre, among others — Eastman, who died in 1932, is part of 
the local lingo. 

“The world thanks Eastman for mass photography and 
motion pictures,” notes Anthony Bannon, director of East-
man House, “but we also thank him for making Rochester, 
in his words, ‘the best city in which to work, live, and raise a 
family.’ ” — Robin L. Flanigan

commitmentunityhope

Rochester.
Truly First Class.

Come experience the 6th Best Place in America to live, 
work and play—ranked by Places Rated Almanac. 

From our friendly people to our unparalleled quality of 
life—our City s commitment to prosperity is why 

Rochester is becoming the best mid-sized City in the U.S. 

To  nd out why, call our Economic Development 
Commissioner, R. Carlos Carballada at 585-428-8801 

or visit www.cityofrochester.gov today.

Mayor Robert J. Du  y
City of Rochester, N.Y.
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